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AN 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE. 
' DISCOVERY OF THE BODY 
or 


KING JOHN. 


Aroxe the various circumſtances which eventually produced the diſcovery of the 
body of King John to have been depoſited in the tomb in the choir of the cathe- 
_ dral church of Worceſter, the followin 8. as the moſt prominent, are conceived ne- 
ceſlary to be ſtated. 

In the courſe of my reſearches into the Hiſtory of that Cathedral, and a minute 
examination of its fabric and monumental remains, for the purpoſe of forming a 
part of my new edition of © the Hiſtory and Antiquities of the City and Suburbs 
of Worceſter” publiſhed in two volumes, quarto, 1796, I was led to adopt the 
opinions of the moſt eminent and learned of our antiquaries who appeared to have 
Joined in a concluſion, that although the original interment of King John had taken 
place in the Lady's chapel of that cathedral between the ſepulchres of the Saints 
Oſwald and Wulſtan, before the altar of the bleſſed Virgin, yet that the effigy of 
the king, at the time of the reformation was removed from his grave, and laid 
upon the tomb which had been newly erected in the choir to receive it, and that 
this was done without removing the body, which was conjectured to have been 
left in its original ſtate of ſepulture in the Lady's chapel. 

Theſe concluſions deduced from the accounts and authorities of Leland, Abing- 
don, Dr. Stukely, Brown Willis, Mr. Garbet, Mr. Gough, Dr. Naſh, and others, 
had been oppoſed by Dr. Thomas, and Mr. Dougharty ;* the firſt affirming. the 
interment of King John to have been in the choir, in the place on which the tomb 
now ſtands ; and the laſt that the royal body remained within the tomb. After 


„ See Vol. I. Set, IV. p. 68, and Set. VII. p. 1 56, Hiſt, and Antiq, of Worceſter. © 
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2 8 fo KING JOKN'S TOMB. 


weighing thoſe oppoſite opinions with the moſt ſcrupulous attention, and proving 
by actual meaſurement the aſſertion of Dr. Thomag ©. that graves could be made 
there” to. be erroneous ;* and that Mr. Dougharty had aſſerted that which it would 
ſeem. he had not actually examined; and: alſo that what he advanced. was invalida- 


ted by another reſpectable by which ſtates from what muſt have been i imagt- 


ned. the reſult of careful inſpeCtion,. © that no bones were found in the ſepulchre.” 
Thus. warranted by ancient and modern teſtimony, and ſtrongly fortified by per- 
fonal inveſtigation ; together with a modern altar tomb before me of the preciſe- 
form and ftile of embelliſhment of that of Prince Arthur in the adjacent chapel, 
and probably the work of the ſame artiſts, it was felt that without better proof to. 


the contrary, it would have been. a preſumptipn favouring too much of pertinacity, 


to have aſſerted that the remains of King John were firſt depolited there, or that 


any other ſign of him was to be expected out of his grave in the Virgin 8 chapel, 


than the effigy of his perſon cumbent bn the cenotaph in. the choir.. 

The principle of thoſe opinions had been adopted by me ſo early as 1 764, and. 
then made public in the firſt edition. of the Survey of Worcefter, (fee p. 40) 
and in 1788 perſonally diſeuſſed with the Honourable and Reverend Pr. St. An- 
drew St. John, late Dean of Wereeſter, who was induced from what then paſfed on 
the ſubject, to adopt the reſolution of opening the tomb to aſcertain the fadt; but 
his death which happened previous to the publication of the ſecond edition of the 
Hiſtory of Worceſter, preventing the intended ſearch, thoſe conjectures, with. 
much auxiliary and. concurrent ſupport, were again * and have again been 


| publiſhed. 


In the preſent reviſed. and. enlarged form. thoſe FEI are- now preſented, 
they have fallen under the notice of the- Reverend Dr. Arthur Onſlow, the preſent 
worthy Dean of Werceſter, to whom, in a. converfation on the general repair 
of the interior of the cathedral, which. his judicious taſte: had already planned. 
for the improvement and beautifying of it, I again ventured to ſuggeſt the opening 
of the royal tomb; and if, upon. examination, no veſtige of ſepulture ſhould 
appear, its removal from thence to the Lady's. chapel, and there erecting it 
over the ancient grave in which King John's remains were ſuppoſed to lie, would: 
be a meaſure fully ſanctioned. by propriety in reſpect of its appropriate defignation, 
and in which portion of the cathedral it would alſo prove a befitting and dignifying: 
object. As a meaſure of expediency, its removal had long been the wiſh of many, 


„This has been confirmed by: the late-diſcovery, The ſtone coffin in which King John's remains are con- 
tained is laid hen, and not buried ia or under the pavement of the choir. The depth of ground between that 
flooring and the crowns of the arches of the crypt beneath it, being not more than twelve inches, would not 
poſſibly admit of an interment : and. the royal tomb ſtands preciſely. upon the centre of the arch at the extreme 
vaſt end of the crypt. See the Plan of the Cathedral, fig, A. Vol. I. Sect. VII. Hiſt. and Antiq. of Worceſter, 


Ane joule To¹ s. ; 


mereby to teftore the orderly vonduct of the devotional fervices of the church, fub- 


jected to much atmoyance by the prefeht pofition of the tomb, ef pecially in the 
approach to the altar. 


The caprices of en reformation Having no kate i in the projefted arrange- 
ment, much leſs the unneceſſary and indecent diſturbance of royal inhumation: 


A. + 


uſeful accommodation and the attainment of decorous order ſuitable to the folewn 


E purpoſes of the place being the ultimate objects in view, on Monday the 1 7th 
of July 1797, the taking down of the tomb of King John was preceeded upon in 
the following order. 

On the removal of the royal effigy, and the ftone ſlab on which it had been 
_ and which had been broken in two in fome former operation about the tomb, 

the objefts firſt prefentet! to view within it, were two partition walls of brick, 

raiſed to affiſt in the fuppott of the ſuperincumbent covering and figure of the king, 
and to take an equal hearing of their weight with the fide and end pannels of the 
tomb. The fpaces between thoſe walls, and between them and the ends of the 
tomb were filled ap with the rabbiſh of bricks and mortdr. On taking down the 
pannel at the Read, and one en each fide, and clearing ont the rubbiſh, two ſtrong 
elm boards originally joined by a batten nailed at caclt end of them, but which kad 
dropped off and left the boards loofe, were next difcovered, and upon their re- 
moval, the ſlone coffin, of which they had formed the covering, containing the 
entire remains of King John became viſible 

The Dean and Chapter being immediately convened, my friend Mr. James Roſs 
was deſired to attend for the purpoſe of making obſervations on the object, and 
to tranſmit chem to me in London: from thoſe renurks fo communicated, and 
more eſpecially from others made by Mr. Sandford, an eminent furgeon of Wor- 
- ceſter, obligingly furniſhed at the ſame time, together with the annexed plate exe- 
cuted by Mr. Rofs, from a drawing taken by him on the ſpot.; the following further 
particulars.are extracted and preſented. 


THE BODY 


was found to have been adjuſted in the ſtone coffin preciſely in the fame form as 

the figure on the tomb. The ſkull, inſtead of being placed with the face in the 

ufual ſituation, preſented the foramen magnum, the opening through which the 

ſpinal marrow paſſes down the vertebre, turned upwards. The lower part of 

the os frontis was ſo much periſhed, as to have become nearly of an even ſurface 

with the bottoms of the fockets of the eyes. The whole of the upper jaw was 
AI | 


ai * "RA the {kull, and found near the es hor 1 it l PR my 
in very good preſervation, and free from caries, two of them were dentes molares, 
and two bicufpides. The lower jaw was alſo ſeparated from the ſkull, the coronoid 
proceſſes were very perfect, as well as the condyles :- there were no teeth in this jaw. 
Some grey. hairs were diſcernable under the covering of the head. The ulna of the : + 


left arm which had been folded on the body was found detached from it, and lying 


obliquely on the breaſt ; the ulna of the right arm lay nearly in its proper place, 
but the radius of neither arm, nor the bones of either hand were viſible. |. Thoſe 
of the ribs, pelvis, &c, were ſo much covered with duſt, and the foldings of the 

decayed robe as not to be clearly diſtinguiſhable. Part of the tibia of the right leg, 

in nearly its proper poſition, was W - The knee of this limb appeared to 
have been contracted, not lying ſo ſtrait down as the left : occaſioned probably by 
other bones or fragments having fallen under it. The bones of the toes were in 
good preſervation, more particularly thoſe of the right foot, on two or three of 
which the nails were till viſible. The reſt of the bones, more eſpecially of the 
lower extremites were nearly perfect, and on the whole, appeared to have lain as 


they might naturally have done in their quieſcent progreſs. through. the various 


ſtages of decay and diſſolution. Some large pieces of mortar were found on 
and below the abdomen ;. and a vaſt quantity of the dry ſkins of maggats were 
diſperſed. over the body ; theſe are ſuppoſed to have been produced by fome part 
of it having gone into putrefaction (a circumſtance imagined ſometimes to have 

happened notwithſtanding the precaution of embalming)* previous. to its removal, 
and the maggots having remained undiſturbed, were upon the preſent diſcovery 
ſeen in fuch great numbers. Or, that ſome. parts of the dreſs being of leather, 


they might have been produced by the natural putrefaction of that animal ſub» 


ſtance. The body meaſured five feet, fix inches and a half. 


THE DRESS 


in which the body of the king was found appears alſo to have been ſimilar to that 
in which his figure is repreſented on the tomb, excepting the gloves on its hands 
and the crown on its head, which on the ſkull in the coffin was found to be the ce- 
lebrated monk's cowl, in which he is recorded to be buried, as a paſſport through 
the regions of purgatory. This ſacred envelope appeared to have fitted the head 
very clofely, and had been tied or buckled under the chin by ſtraps, parts of 


* The bowels and heart of King John were buried at Croxton Abbey, in. Staffordſhire ; the Abbat of 


which had been his Phyſician, and performed the operation of embalming him, See Holingſhed, p. 606. M. 
Paris, p. 288, 
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which remained.” The body was covered by a robe reaching from the neck nearly 


to the feet; it had ſome of its embroidery ſtill remaining near the right knee. It 
was apparently of crimſon damaſk, and of ſtrong texture: its colour however was 
ſo totally diſcharged: from the effect of time, that it is but conjecturally it can be 
ſaid to have been of any, but what has now pervaded the whole object; namely, 
a duſky brown. The cuff of the left arm which had been laid on the breaſt re- 
mained. In that hand a ſword, in a leather ſcabbard, had been placed as on the 
tomb, parts of which much decayed, were found at intervals down the left fide of 
the body, and to the feet, as were alſo parts of the ſcabbard, but in a much more 
perfect ſtate than thoſe of the ſword. The legs had on a ſort of ornamented 
covering which was tied round at the ankles, and extended over the feet, where 
the toes were viſible through its decayed parts, the ſtring about the left ankle ftill 
remained. The upper part of thoſe coverings could not be traced, and it is unde- 
cided whether they ſhould be termed boots, or whether they were a part of the 
under dreſs ſimilar to the modern pantaloons. It would have been fortunate had 
it been determined whether they were of leather, or of what fort of drapery. 


"THE nn 


is of the Higley ſtone of n white, and chiſſel-levelled, wholly dit. 


milar in its kind to either that of the foundation of the tomb, its pannels, cover- 
ing, or figure of the king. Its ſhape is beſt exhibited in the annexed plate. A 
very conſiderable fracture runs through it in an oblique direction, one foot ſix 
inches from the left ſhoulder, to two feet nine inches from the right. The coffin 
is laid upon the pavement of the choir, without being let into it. Its original co- 
vering, is that ſtone out of which the effigy of the king is ſculptured, and now ly- 


ing on the tomb, the ſhape of which is exactly correſpondent with that of the ſtone 


coffin, and its extreme dimenſions ſtrictly proportionate to its purpoſe. 


ASD WES. 


Feet. Inches. 
Depth of the cavity of the ſtone coffin in which the body 


1s contained - - = - - = O—9g 
Ditto, -of the circular part, containing the head — 0 — 6% 
Ditto, of the outſide of the coffin 8 5 i — 1 — 


Thickneſs of the ſides, ends, and bottom - „ 
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And hs 1 * DROP — 3 — 
Extreme length, autſide = 2895 = 
- Ra he hd -: -, - -« 15 4 
Breadth at the feet - - - 
Length of the original cover, or lid 401 the Fug coflin 
Breadth at the head 
Breadith at the feet 
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' REMARKS AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


It hath already been faid, that the foregoing difcovery of the remains of King 
John, had reſulted from the ſtrong affumptions of conjecture, founded on the 
opinions of former antiquaries of eftabliſhe> character, and ſupported by thofe 
of others of the prefent times; aſſerting that the original ſepulture and interment 
of the royal body was in the Lady's chapel of this cathedral; nor has the leaſt 
circumſtance from the recent diſcloſure of it in the tomb in the choir, ariſen to 
invalidate thoſe opinions and conjeQtures. | 

To give farther ſupport to the proofs already adduced, that the ancient graves 
of the canonized ſaints, Oſwald and Wulſtan, are in the Lady's chapel, and that 
the body of the king firſt received interment between them, would amount only 


to a waſte of words; to point out the ſimilarity of the conſtruftion. of this 


ancient ſeries of royal and eccleſtaſtical ſepulchres, may however be ſomewhat 
fatisfactory to thoſe who have never ſeen them, or their actual poſition. 
Let then the reader form in his imagination the ſtone coffin, in which the re- 


mains of the king now zepole, to be let into the floor of the Lady's chapel, be- 
tween the figures of the two biſhops already laid there, and ſo deep as to have its 


top level with the pavement ; and let him alfo fuppoſe the ſeulptured figure of 
the King, now lying on the tomb, placed on the coffin as its covering, and which 
would apparently ſeem laid on the floor, he will then have the entire ancient ſe- 
pulchre of ng John, as originally conſtructed 1 in that chapel, fully before his 
“ minds eye.” 

| Thoſe of the two prelates are preciſely of the ſame faſhion, laid the ſame depth 


in the earth, and in nothing different but the ſculptures and the kind of ſtone of 
which they are formed. 


* See Hiſt. and Antiq, of Worceſter, Vol. I, Sect. IV, p.'68, Note. 
+ It is here neceſſary to obſerve, that the ſtone coffins of the two biſhops are laid on the ſites of the ancient 
graves of St. Oſwald and St. Wulſtan ; that to the ſouth containing the remains of Biſhop Sylveſter, who per- 


It is preſumed from: the-abundbnt evidences apparent e on 36. view ef the royal 
body and its appendages that they have unqueſtionably undergone a tranſlation fince 
the time of their original interment in this cathedral. The change in the poſi- 
tion of the ſkull, the diſplacing of the jaws ; the loſs of the bones of the hands, 
and the radii of both arms; the mutilations of the ſword and ita ſcabbard, and 
the broken fragments of the mortar upon and below the abdomen ; the large 


fracture, ſuppoſed to be entirely through the ſtone coffin, and laſtly, the tomb itſelf: 
ef modern paved indeed, but not matched with the ancient; form to- 


gether a teſtimonial phalanx of evidence, much too. ſtrong ta be-refifted with a 


view to proving, that the place in which the body is now found depoſited, was. 
that of its firſt burial. And thug, while a leſs dignified tenant may have been ad- 
mitted: te the poſſeſſion of the royal grave, the king himſalf is proved literally to. 


remain aboxe ground, intambed indeed, but unburied. 
In the courſe of this curious and. intereſting wxeſtigation, we have wit-- 


neſſed a no leſs. curious reſult.—Speculative opinions, m which. the refearches. 


into the tranſactions of paſt ages, muſt mare or leſs ſubjett the antiquarian and 
hiſtorian. to enter into, having in this inſtance elevated into an aſſumad fact, an. 
event of ancient date of which no record had been made in the archives. of. the 


cathedral, a reliance on thoſe opinions, and a conſequent reſort being had to the 


only practical means of eftabliſhing or deſtroying them, that effectual ordeal is ſeen. 
in its operation. to have ſecured a valuable recompence to poſterity, in the de- 


ſtrucrion it has wrought en inge nious ſpeculation, founded. an ſpecious poſſibilities, 
out of the ruins of which hath been raiſed a poſitive truth, that has far ever 


cloſed the lips of conjecture, and happily placed an ancient fact, beyond the- 
reach of future doubt. | 


Had the fugitive memorandum: made by Mr. — dated July the 24th. 

1754, and inſerted as a MS. note in p. 35, in his copy of. Dr. Thomas's Survey. 
of the Cathedral, and now in the poſſeſſion of Sir Charles Trubſhaw Withers,. 

Knight,“ been fortunately entered in its. proper place, in the Archives of the 


formed the ceremony of interring King John in this cathedtal, and died himſelf 16: July, 1219, in the ſame year 

he had diſplaced the remains of St. Wulſtan from his grave, aud put them in a new ſhrine, in which operation he 
fawed ſome of his bones in ſunder with his own hands. The remains of St. Oſwald had been firſt enſhrined by 
Biſhop Adulph his ſucceſſor, A. D. 1002, and again by Biſnop Wulſtan in 1089, at the opening of the preſent: 
cathedral. The grave of St. Wulſtan to the north, which the auther examined. in 17965 is occupied by the ſtone: 
coffin and remains of William de Blois, ſucceſſor to Biſhop Sylveſter ; he died Auguſt the 18th, 12387. See: 
Hiſtory and: Antiquities of Worceſter, Vol. I. Sect ion IV. p. 73, 74; Section VII. p. 186, and plan of the Ca- 
thedral, Ref. 2, 2, 3. It appears therefore that the three coffins, of the faſhion of that period, were all made. 
and placed there in the courſe of only twenty three years. Other inſtances of the ſame mode of interment in tha 
ſame ſort of coffins occur in this. cathedral, of which that af William de Harcourt, temp. King Jobn, in the Dean's. 
chapel, is one. 


See Hiſtory and: Antiquities of — Val L, Seck. IV. re. 
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ſatisfactory that even in it 
T hath been fully proved. - But the deſeription 


ſtanding iffolated from other ſupport, became 


7 thenticity- u upon the Rs of it, and cela here been cited as ſuch. 1 is bewerer 


* the cork having been « pee at 


that period, being liable to more than à right reading from its ambiguity, and 


too ſuſpicious for decided adoption. 


eſpecially when it was to be oppoſed to ſuch odds of direct contrary opinion, and 


thence it hath remained to the preſent time, 


like the prophecies | of Caffandra, 2D 


| diſcredited but true. . "Wo r 
It is much to be regretted that the impatience of the multitude to view the 
royal remains, ſo unexpectediy found, ſhould have become ſo ungovernable, as to 
make it neceſſary to cloſe up the object of their curioſity ſo-precipitantly, as to 
render it extremely difficult to obtain that regular account of a diſcovery ſo truly 1 
intereſting demanded. Under that diſadvantage however, ftrit and minute truth 
is attached to each particular of the accounts communicated, with a faithfulneſs 
af deſcription that muſt be approved; and the juſtice evidently rendered to the 
graphic repreſentation of the object will amply demonſtrate that it had the pecu- 
Aar good fortune whilſt viſible, - to have fallen under the moſt judicious and accu- 


| rate obſervation. . ; VV 
On the evening of Tueſday the 18th of 
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uly, the day after-it had been taken 
* and the 990 remains laid open to the view of ſome thouſands of . ſpecta- 
tors, WhO crouded to the cathedral to ſee it, the tomb of King John was com- 
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